
Job Description 
Lead Artist - Young Artists Club 

Hospitalfield is a charitable trust established in 1901 to support artists and education in the arts. 
One of Scotland’s most important Arts & Crafts buildings, Hospitalfield House is located to the 
south of Arbroath, Angus. Originally the site of a 13th century hospital and chapel, with close 
connection to Arbroath Abbey. By the 19th century the estate was owned by the Scottish artist 
Patrick Allan-Fraser and his wife Elizabeth. Their focus was on learning and training in the arts 
and craft skills. By 1902, in line with the Allan-Fraser bequest, Hospitalfield became an art 
school, then post graduate school and today we have a very active programme that supports 
artists and engages audiences in different ways. This engagement is created through our 
heritage and contemporary art programmes. 

Vision for Engagement and Learning 
We believe that lives can be enriched through art and creativity and everyone has the 
democratic right to experience, participate and learn about art, gardens and history. We aim to 
work with artists, partners and our audience to create meaningful, impactful and sustained 
engagement. By providing an opportunity for a diversity of people to experience and engage 
with art and culture we will tackle inequality of access to art, improve well-being and contribute 
to the development of future cultural workers.  

Aims of our learning programme: 
1. Breaking down barriers
2. Supporting Artists
3. Partnership working
4. Training and developing paths for people
5. Improving well-being

Hospitalfield is currently undergoing one of the most important transformations in its long life. 
With the first phase of capital development on site; The restored Garden and Garden Buildings 
will be officially opened in May 2021. The first step in creating a campus around the original Arts 
& Crafts house, this will greatly enhance the arts and cultural offer in the Tay Cities Region at an 
international level of operation. 

This is an important scale of ambition, yet we remain committed to ensuring that there is a 
grass-roots approach. Arbroath and Angus is an area of socio-economic deprivation and the 
values of local place making are essential to the future success of Hospitalfield and the way that 
it can operate usefully in the local and regional community. 

The Trust has raised £1.5m capital funds to deliver a new project that will see the Grade A listed 
site immaculately restored and opened in May 2021. The Garden and Garden Buildings will 
attract much attention and become a new destination in Angus and the Tay Region, however we 
want to ensure that we continue in our vision to enrich our community’s lives through art and 
creativity and involve local people in a programme that supports their wellbeing and cultural 
experience. 

Our Young Artists Club is a new programme that offers time and space to young people aged 
14-18 to meet regularly and encounter the visual arts in an open and welcoming environment, 
using the garden as a starting point. We aim to engage and inspire the next generation of artists 
by increasing access to the arts, building skills and supporting future progression routes.  



 
This programme has been devised to respond to the demands we see from young people as a 
result of Covid-19. The lack of group activity, learning spaces and arts engagement in 2020-21 
has impacted the lives of many young people. Especially those less advantaged.  
Our target audience are those that are less engaged or disadvantaged due to socio-economic 
or cultural reasons. Our eligibility for this programme is young people who; 

• have a postcode is in the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) decile 1-4 zone 

• are carers 
• are care-experienced/a looked after child 
• are eligible for or in receipt of free school meals 

 
The Lead Artist will support the Young Artists Club and Hospitalfield’s Engagement Manager to 
deliver Arts Award Gold, a vocational qualification worth the equivalent of 16 UCAS points, 
which can be accredited towards higher education and boost the participants options and routes 
to further education. 
 
Purpose of the role 
To lead on the delivery of the Young Artists Club project. 
 
Key activities 

• Create and lead the artistic vision for Young Artists Club 

• Demonstrate a key understanding and ability to communicate a variety of artistic 
methods  

• Ensure that the project allows participants to develop their creativity skills 

• Work with Hospitalfield’s Engagement Manager to plan and deliver the sessions each 
week and to ensure smooth running of the project 

• Develop positive relationships with local partners so that they understand the project and 
the benefits to young people with whom they are working 

• Prepare and manage materials within budget 

• Alongside the Engagement Manager ensure the project documentation is updated 

• Work with Hospitalfield team to ensure evaluation, reporting and funding targets are met  
 
 

Qualifications and experience required 

• Degree (or equivalent professional experience) in the arts  

• Minimum three year’s work experience in creating and leading high-quality arts 
engagement activity 

• Experience working with young people and children (ages 14-18) 
 
 
Essential skills and abilities 

• Able to demonstrate experience of delivering high quality engaged arts projects 

• Excellent communication skills 

• Demonstrate a strong commitment to their practice that will inspire young people.  

• Excellent interpersonal, organisational and planning skills 

• An ability to deliver activities and workshops for groups or varying needs 

• An ability to develop good working relationships with organisations, project partners, 
funders and other staff  



 
 
The Lead Artist will be required to undertake a PVG check through Disclosure Scotland. 
 
 
Covid-19 
Delivery will take place outdoors or socially distanced in Hospitalfield’s workshop spaces. 
Should severe restrictions or lockdown be put in place, we will look at online delivery. 
 
 
 


